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Course Description:

Grade 8 English is designed to reinforce the concepts that language and communication are gifts from God and are reflections of His nature in us and that the ability to communicate with one another and with Him is part of His plan for us.  In this course students will

· Learn and apply the rules of grammar, usage, and mechanics to facilitate success in reading and writing.

· Participate in the writing process to produce personal, descriptive, narrative, expository, and persuasive pieces; engage in research and the writing of a short research paper; learn to effectively and succinctly answer essay questions on quizzes and tests; and practice timed writing.

· Practice critical and analytical thinking and reading using short stories, novels, poetry, drama, and nonfiction that will promote reading for understanding, encourage critical and creative thinking, enrich vocabulary, and demonstrate that reading can be an enjoyable, life-long activity.

· Study vocabulary and learn various roots and affixes.

· Learn and apply standardized testing strategies and skills.
 Textbooks to be included in the course:

A Beka Literature; IXL_Grammar, Wordly Wise 8; The Giver; A Christmas Carol; White Fang; Life Without Limits. 

Materials needed for class:

1. Three-ring zippered pencil pouch with 2-3 pens, 2-3 sharpened pencils, red pens/pencils, highlighters, and sticky notes 
2. 1- three-ring (2 inch) binder for this class only with 1-2 packs of loose-leaf notebook paper (college rule) and 8 dividers (students will use this for ALL subjects)
3. 4-folders (three prongs)
4.  Composition notebook
5. 200 lined index cards (3X5) 
6. A jacket if you get cold easily

Grades:  

Students are expected to read at home, memorize assigned poetry, complete writing assignments, and participate in test-preparation activities.  The final grade comes from these activities plus work done in class, homework, daily grammar assignments, vocabulary tests, quizzes, and tests. Writing assignments may be graded using the FSA 6-point rubric or using a teacher-generated rubric. 

Homework:

Students will be given homework approximately three or four times a week.  Students will be expected to read, review, and memorize at home.  Studying is a requirement for this course.  Homework assignments will include, but are not limited to, reading, writing, completing spelling/vocabulary/grammar exercises, working on individual and group projects, taking notes, and journaling.

Standardized Testing:  

Although everything in this course is NOT geared to nor driven by standardized tests, testing has become a very important part of statewide education.  Because the majority of PACA 8th graders enter the public school system after graduation, I will begin to prepare the students for the standardized testing that they will be required to take and pass in high school. During this course, students will practice standardized formats through daily class work, writing assignments, workbook activities, and homework assignments.  
Contact Information:


The best way to reach me is via email: mcdowellm@pacacademy.org. I check this address several times daily and will respond as soon as possible.  If you would like to talk with me over the phone, I am available before school (7:45-8:15), during 6th period (2:05-2:55), or after school (3:00-3:45) at (321) 267-1871.  I look forward to partnering with you to make this year both challenging and rewarding for your child.

